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Safe use of fentanyl sustained-release preparations
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ABSTRACT Fentanyl is an opioid agonist, and is a potent narcotic analgesic. It is one of the most commonly used narcotic
analgesics in clinical practice. Three fentanyl sustained-release preparations on the market now include fentanyl transdermal system,
oral transmucosal fentanyl citrate, and fantanyl buccal tablets. These fentanyl preparations should only be used for patients who are
opioid-tolerant and chronic pain that is not well controlled with other analgesics. They are not to be used to treat sudden, occasional, or
mild pain or pain after surgery. Death and life-threatening adverse effects may occur after doctors inappropriately prescribe the
preparations of fentanyl or patients incorrectly use them. The symptoms of fentanyl overdose include trouble breathing, slow heartbeat,
severe sleepiness, trouble walking or talking, feeling faint, dizzy, and confused. The dosage strength of fentanyl in a certain product is
not to the same dosage strength of fentanyl in other fentanyl-containing products. Therefore, they must be not directly substituted with
each other. If necessary, the conversion of dosage should be performed.
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Tab 1 Guidance for dosage conversion from other opiates analgesics to fentanyl sustained-release preparations
L2 HFIEEE (mg/d)
FIHRIZ5%
H AR EER 60-134 135224 225314 315404
B/ S qES TG 1020 2337 38-52 5367
By aan e 30-67 67.5-112 112.5-157 157.5202
L/ B o b s 2 1533 33.1-56 56.1-78 78.1-101
HRAI R 150447 448747 748-1047 1048-1347
AR S S HERR 8-17 17.128 28.1-39 39,151
s S DR 1.53.4 3.55.6 5.77.9 8-10
JiRes = 75-165 166-278 279-390 391503
FIARSE VDR 2044 4574 75-104 105-134
BLEEE bR 1022 2337 38-52 5367
e RHIZ)
BN =87 d g 12.525 pg/h 50 pg/h 75 pg’h 100 pg/h
AT mE 100 pg
FSAJE O RRRENS A 200 pgt®]
%2 £ FDA H#E# Actiq 55 Fentora Z[RIHIFIE#EH (ng) ™ [S] FDA. Duragesic (fentanyl transdermal system). US Food

Tab 2  Dosage conversion from Actiq to Fentora recommended
by FDA
FAREREAFEISAERE PR OEE RHETIE
200 100
400 100
600 200
800 200
1200 400
1 600 400
B &3k

(1]

(2]

[3]

(4]

Moor TJ, Cohen MR, Furberg CD. Serious adverse drug
events reported to the Food and Drug Administration 1998
~2005[J]. Arch Interm Med, 2007, 167 1752-1759.
FDA. Fentora (fentanyl buccal tablet). US Food and
Drug Administration [ EB/OL]. 2007-09-26. http://
www. fda. gov/medwatch/ safety/2007/safety(7. htm#Fen-
tora.

FDA. Important information for the safe use of Fentora
(fentanyl buccal tablets) [ EB/OL]. 2007-09-26. hitp.//
www. fda. gov/cder/drug/advisory/fentalyn_buccal. htm.
FDA. Fentanyl Transdermal System ( marketed as Durage-
sic and generics ). US Food and Drug Administration
[EB/OL]. 2007-12-21.
watch/safety/2007/salety07. htm#Fentanyl.

http . //www. {da. gov/ med-

[6]

[7]

(8]

[9]

(10]

[11]

(12]

and Drug Administration[ EB/OL]. 2005-07-15. http;//
www. fda. gov/ cder/foi/1abel/2005/19813s0391bl. pdf.
BEHERR , M, R B, JF KB BN B At e
BHERI]. YA RRMARRK,2007, 9(1): 28-
32.

FDA. Actiq (oral transmucosal fentanyl citrate ). US
Food and Drug Administration [ EB/OL]. 2006-06-27.
http://www. fda. gov/medwatch/SAFETY/2004/sep_PL/
Actiq_PL. pdf.

FDA. Fentora (fentanyl buccal tablet). US Food and

Drug Administration [ EB/OL]. 2007-09-13. http://
www. [da. gov/medwatch/safety/ 2007/fentora_Pl_9-12-
07. pdf.
FDA. Important safety information for Fentora by Cepha-
lon[ EB/OL]. 2007-09-10. http;//www. fda. gov/med-
watch/safety/2007/Fentora_ DearHCP _ Letter% 2009-10-
07. pdf.

Martindale; the complete drug reference [ M]. 33ed.
2002 ; 37-40.

ERZGMZE R4 MRAHZAMIM]. 2005 £ 4L b
A ARTA ikt , 2005 : 103-104.

ISMP Issues; Fatal overdoses with fentanyl transdermal
patches continue [ EB/OL]. 2007-06-28. http://www.
ismp. org/Newsletters/acutecare/ articles/20070628. asp.

(s H . 2008-01-30)

PDF SCH# ] "pdfFactory Pro™ X RAG)E www. Fineprint.cn



http://www.fineprint.cn
http://www.fineprint.cn

